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Background and problem:

Agroecology is commonly understood as a science, a practice and a movement (Wezel et al., 2009). While it has
been used in science since the 1930's and in particular in Latin America as a social movement since the 1960's
(FAO, 2019), the term is not yet widely used for farming practices and social networks in Germany (Brumer et al,,
2023). To better understand the policy and market context of agroecology in Brandenburg (e.g., implementation
of the Common Agricultural Policy at the state level) we would like to understand which terms are commonly used
by farmers, policymakers, and networks related to agroecology in Brandenburg and how have they evolved over
time (since the 1990s).

In the context of the Agroecology4Climate project, this Master project will collect information and analyse the
development of the public policy how it has supported or limited an agroecological transformation in
Brandenburg. This master thesis will be embedded in ongoing project work (e.g., field trips to farms in
Brandenburg) and contribute to at least one scientific publication within the project.

Objectives and research questions:

The Agroecology4Climate project aims to promote the transition to agroecology. To do this, we first need to
understand what the transition to agroecology looks like in Brandenburg. The political and market context is a
crucial starting point, especially since understanding past developments are important to understanding the
current context. While the master thesis will focus on the policy (and market context), we will simultaneously work
on understanding current agroecological practices and networks in Brandenburg.

Research questions (might be narrowed or adapted according to the research process):

1. What does the agroecology policy (and market context) of Brandenburg look like? How has it evolved over
time?

2. How is agroecology understood in the policy (and market context) of Brandenburg over time? What are the
dominant terms, ideological assumptions and power structures?

3. What are supporting and limiting factors of the policy (and market context) for the transition to agroecology?

Methods:

1. Literature review on Brandenburg's public policy (and market context) to explore the use of agroecology and
similar terms and define the scope of the analysis

2. Collection and analysis of policy documents and other relevant grey literature with a focus on the greening
sections of the Common Agricultural Policy and according to results from the literature review

3. Optional: Design interview guide and conduct interviews with private sector, farmers, and relevant organizations
in Brandenburg on which major market considerations occurred in parallel to policy changes

4. Qualitative data analysis with content and/or discourse analysis
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Expected outcome and time plan:

This work will constitute a MSc thesis and contribute to one scientific publication.
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Task

Literature review and definition of scope
Data collection

Data analysis
Write thesis
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For more information and/or submitting your application in either German or English, as one PDF file,

send an email to: maria.kernecker@zalf.de.
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