


	
MSc Thesis Opportunity
– Policy Pathways for Advancing Agroecological Transitions in Kerala, India

Background
Agroecology has been proposed to foster climate change mitigation and adaptation (FAO, 2018; HLPE, 2019; Marrero et al., 2022). Incorporating agroecological principles (see Wezel et al., 2020) into farming practices has been shown to mitigate climate effects across the globe. The Agroecology4Climate project will assess the role of agroecological practices and movements—with focus on diversified perennialization involves integrating annual and perennial crops and trees into the same farming system—in building climate resilience and food security in Kerala, India. Compared to annual cropping systems that dominate global agriculture and markets (Matson et al., 1997; Steffen et al., 2015), perennial crops and diversified agroforestry practices contribute to carbon sequestration (Kiran et al., 2023), reduce fertilizer and pesticide use (Nicholson & Williams, 2021; Sainju, 2016), and buffer against soil degradation and climate extremes (King & Blesh, 2018; Bowles et al., 2020; Marrero et al., 2022). These systems are more resilient to climate shocks than simplified cropping approaches (Zonneveld et al., 2020). Kerala, ranked as one of the most climate-vulnerable regions due to frequent extreme weather events, faces serious challenges to food security and rural livelihoods, particularly among marginalized populations (Muttarak & Dimitrova, 2019; Santhi & Veerakumaran, 2019; Government of Kerala, 2017; Viswanathan, 2014; Tharamangalam, 2011). The project will explore how agroecology can address these interconnected vulnerabilities and enable more sustainable food production in Kerala.

Thesis Question
The thesis will examine state-level agricultural and agroecology-related policies across different Indian states, to identify and analyze successful policy interventions or case studies that have supported agroecological transitions or sustainable farming. These policy landscapes are compared with Kerala’s context, identifying policy gaps or barriers that may hinder the scaling of agroecological practices. The thesis will contribute to ongoing research on agroecological transitions in Kerala, helping to understand how enabling (or constraining) policy environments influence the adoption and scaling of agroecological practices.

Required qualifications 
· Students should be interested in sustainability topics in the agri-food system as well as in interdisciplinary and qualitative analytical approaches. 
· The student is expected to carry out qualitative analysis (e.g. using MAXQDA) and should thus feel comfortable or be interested in learning the tool. 
· Strong research and writing skills; familiarity with qualitative or policy analysis methods is an asset.
· The role involves conducting a literature review on agricultural policies in Kerala and selected other Indian states, as well as analysing relevant policy documents.

How to apply
Please send a short letter of motivation, your CV and transcripts to Jun.-Prof. Dr. Verena Seufert (verena.seufert@uni-hohenheim.de), with haani.haani@uni-hohenheim.de in CC.
Please use “Application for Master’s Thesis-Agroecology Policy Analysis-Yourname” as the subject line (for example: Application for Master’s Thesis-Agroecology Policy Analysis-Jacob)
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